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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

1ST OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor R Whittaker (Town Mayor)
Councillor D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Mrs Mainstone, 
Mrs Mockford, Mockford, Ody, Osborne, Saull, Sweatman, Visser, 
and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 1 Member of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all with particular reference to 
the guests Cllr Garry Wall and Sam Ford.  

28 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

It was commented that it was a real shame that so few members of the public were 
in attendance at Council meetings. 

29 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Matthews  - unwell 
Cllr Peacock   - away on business
Cllr Mrs Russell - away
Cllr Webster - away 

30 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 2nd JULY 2018 

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes for signature; as a correct 
record of the Meeting of 2nd July 2018

31 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

The Town Mayor, Cllr Hodges, Cllr Mrs Mockford, Cllr Osborne and Cllr Visser 
advised that as trustees of Chequer Mead they would not vote on the F&GP 
minutes and would withdraw from the room should there be any discussion as to the 
Chequer Mead item therein.    

Cllr Mrs Mainstone declared that she received a pension from WSCC and any 
discussion on financial matters concerning WSCC she may have a pecuniary 
interest. 

Cllr Mrs Bennett declared an interest in any matters pertaining to West Sussex CC 
as an elected member of that Council.    
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32 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor advised that he was very busy as Town Mayor and thoroughly 
enjoying the role representing the Council and meeting the various groups and 
organisations.  

He highlighted his attendance at the East Court Live events and again thanked all 
who were involved in the organising of these. 

He referred to visits to several schools, the twinning event at Mindelheim which was 
excellent, the various sports events and clubs he has visited and the various Charity 
events held. He further commended MSDC on the Chairman’s awards and the
event for the unveiling of the paving stone to Sgt George Knight VC. 
Finally he congratulated East Grinstead in Bloom for their awards night on Friday 
which had been well attended and showed great community spirit.  

He submitted the following list of events:

July – September 2018
Jul
1 East Court Live *
2 Rotary Young Artist & Designer Exhibition St Swithuns  *
2 Al Fieno – Rotary meal *
3 “It’s a Knockout” Lions Zone 4C Oasis Academy, Homefield Road, Coulsdon 

Common
3 Escots School Play
4 Fairtrade St Peter’s School
5 RDA prize giving East Park
6-9 Town Twinning Visit to Mindelheim

Friday 6th – Official reception dinner followed by theatre music performance
Saturday 7th – Twinning Council meeting/Jesuit church music concert
Sunday 8th – Town church service/official reception/Historic parade

10 EGGSFest 2018
10 Kicks Dance Horsham & Crawley Hawth Theatre   *
17 East Grinstead District Scouts Council AGM
18 RDA St Stephens School “The Lion King”
18 Ashurst Wood Primary School “The Lion King”
19 Estcots School Class 4G Children’s letters
19 Trefoil Montessori Farm School Field to Fork
20 East Grinstead Rugby Club Golf – Mayor’s team  *
22 EG Lions Donkey Derby
22 CARE Charity’s 30th Anniversary Celebration    *
26 QVH NHS Foundation meeting with Chief Exec & Chair
29 St Hill Manor Classical Concert & Cream Tea  *
30 London Road Bar & Grill Mayor charity dinner   *
Aug
4 High School Musical Chequer Mead
5 East Court Live August   *
7 Mid Sussex Play Days King Georges Field
11 Horncastle House Nursing Home Open Day & Fete
18 BBQ Imberhorne Allotments Association
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21 Opening of Indian Spice restaurant
24 Powerchair Football Mayor of Sevenoaks
24 Opening Imberhorne School gym   *
25 Silver Court Fete 
25 Fire Station Open Day  
31 Bowls Match Mount Noddy  *
Sept 
2 Victoria Cross Commemoration Service & Laying of Memorial Stone in Honour of 

Sgt Arthur Knight VC   *
3 Opening of Greenfields School Lower School Forest Row
3 41st AGM Grenstede Talking News
4 NSPCC North Sussex Branch AGM
7 Sports Quiz EG Rugby Club 
7 EG Park Run
8 Rt Hon Sir Nicholas Soames MP trophy Felbridge Bowls Club
9 TDC Civic Service All Saints Church, Warlingham  +
9 Teams 1st & 2nd EG Cricket Club Sussex T20 Cup Finals Hove Cricket Ground 
12 Charity Clay Shoot West Kent Shooting School Mayor of Tunbridge Wells
13 West Sussex County Scouts, Horsham, AGM
14 Music & Arts Festival AGM
15 Felbridge Cricket Club Junior Awards
16 EG Rugby Club Junior Community Club Day
16 Chairman’s Community Awards & Tea at Ardingly showground  *
17 Reinhard and Claudia Kuper-Mueller Student visit   
18 Mayor’s Quiz Meridian Hall   *
24 Presentation of Certificates Library
24 Charity Fund Raising Dinner at Gurkha MS Society  *
28 Macmillan Coffee morning QVH
28 East Grinstead in Bloom award evening *
30 East Park Run 

*Consort in attendance
+  Cllr Mrs Julie Mockford & Cllr Norman Mockford attended as Town Mayor and Deputy 
Town Mayor unavailable 

Deputy Mayor in attendance
Jul
9 Whitehall Bombing 75th anniversary
30 St Mary’s Induction Fr Adam Wogan   
Sept  
27 West Sussex Mediation Service AGM

The Council noted this report.  

33 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

The leader of the Council stated the following:   
Gypsy and Travellers – unusually this year saw a higher libel of Traveller incursions, 
which East Grinstead saw more than its fair share. Protocols were swiftly put in 
place with MSDC WSCC and EGTC working closely together to move Travellers on. 
Although there was a budget to secure District land across Mid Sussex a further 
£171,000 has been earmarked to accelerate the work. This Council have asked 
MSDC to consider taking out an injunction similar to Croydon Council, however 
following discussions MSDC have decided at this time to put the money in to 
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defences, due to the non-guaranteed success and expense of the injunction route. 
We shall have to watch and if need be make further representations.  We have 
done all that we can to secure our own land, but it is W Sussex and Mid Sussex 
land, where the incursions have occurred.  
Vocational skills training is still high on our agenda – good news that the Haywards 
Heath College is hopefully to reopen on the former site and it is with great thanks to 
Cllr Wall – leader of Mid Sussex DC, officers and with the dedication and help of 
The Honourable Sir Nicholas Soames MP, that we are now in this position. EGTC 
will be feeding in that this needs to cover vocational as well as academic studies in 
the curricula.
Safer Places: A working group has been set up under the remit of the Public 
Services Committee for safer places. This is to create safe places for children and 
vulnerable adults such as community buildings and work with varying stakeholders 
such as the police to bring this to fruition. This was discussed in more detail at the 
recent public services committee. 
The Budget process for 2019/20 has now started and committee chairs have been 
asked to identify spending requirements. We, as a Conservative Town Council 
always look for ways to keep our precept rise as low as possible whilst 
endeavouring to deliver quality and efficient services to the public. 
Due to the Local Elections next year, it is the Town Council’s responsibility to 
advertise the elections and to this end; briefings on the role of the town councillor, 
presented by the Clerk, will be offered in November. Anyone interested can book via 
the Town Clerks PA.               

The report was noted by the Council 

34 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 

There was none 

35 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE  - MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL & WEST 
SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

Cllr Garry Wall (Leader Mid Sussex Council) was welcomed to the meeting he 
referred to the following in his address:
Mid Sussex District Council are moving towards the last few months of the current 
administration before the elections in May.  It has never been harder to be a local 
politician than currently and the issues that include housing, social care, finance, 
council tax has simply never been more challenging. National issues around the 
Economy and Brexit are also factors. 

The Mid Sussex economy is strong, but can always be improved, what can Mid 
Sussex do to help this?

Regional matters are another significant demand on the agenda, the County but 
also the whole of the South East. It is the responsibility of all levels of local 
government to make cohesive arguments to government to ensure that appropriate 
investment is made for infrastructure. 

The pressures on the County Council are well known and the budget process will 
bring significant challenges to us all for service delivery.  He then said that he was 
willing to answer any questions and happy for a two way dialogue.

Questions followed:
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Q: What collaboration exists between the organisations across the county?  
The Chief Executive Officers meet the Leaders meet. County meet with MPs 
quarterly,  MSALC, Mid Sussex Partnerships, Sub Regional bodies, there are a lot 
of different liaison meetings at different levels ensuring that grass roots to high 
strategy are influenced.  

Q: County’s financial problems are well known, can they demand a higher share of 
the precepts? 
No, they are a precepting authority and set their own Council Tax, this can go up of 
course, but they can’t take any of the precept set by the District or Parishes. In his 
view the public are happy to pay for quality service, where they see efficient and 
well run Councils and the service is something that they want. It is early days but 
the district are expecting their increase to be no higher than 3.1%.  The Government 
is yet to publish the comprehensive spending review changes to the retention of 
business rates remains an option for government. 

Q: It is noticeable that the East Grinstead car parks are fuller now, partly from new 
developments without parking, but are MSDC considering new car parks in the 
town, specifically the Queens Road car park?  
It is a comfort that a full car park can show the economy is improving and the 
districts are keen to see that businesses are supported. But are they too busy? 
MSDC have been looking at the Queens Road Car park but no decisions have been 
made as yet.

Q: Queens Road car park is an important car park due to its town centre location, 
should there be rebuild and multi layers the area should be used for multiple use, 
more than just a car park.  

Q: It would seem that East Grinstead does not feature high on the agenda at Mid 
Sussex, it is rarely featured on full Council agenda, and MSDC should equally 
support and represent all three main towns. 

Whilst it may appear that this is the case, it is more that there is focus on the south 
of the District due to the northern arc development. Burgess Hill brought forward a 
vision for the town many years ago and this is now coming to fruition as well as a 
large number of housing. This is why the emphasis seems to be on the south, while 
this is being implemented. However, no part of the District is neglected.  

Q: Could the District leader give an update on the DPD?  

There is a working group at the District which includes East Grinstead 
representation, they are looking at all the sites that have been put forward and 
assessing them for suitability.  There are more sites than are needed, however as 
they are assessed this will reduce by some. The Planning department have been 
invested in, both in number and ability therefore ensuring the ongoing team is
equipped to carry out this task and deliver the housing numbers as demanded by 
the inspector.  The final document will be examined in public by an independent 
planning inspector.

Q: The traffic study that has been undertaken has been done so by the District not 
the highway authority, why is this? Surely highways are the experts?  

WSCC can accept traffic studies carried out by experienced planning consultants on 
their behalf, but retain the right for final approval as the competent authority. 
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Q: Of the 2439 shortfall of housing numbers, 1100 were allocated to East 
Grinstead, this is far above a fair share, yet the working group only have one EG 
representative, why is that?  
Where the representatives came from was not directly relevant, each member has 
been trained in planning and many have many years’ experience in the local council 
planning field. Their objectivity and abilities to remain impartial and consider the 
planning law is valued and qualifies them for the role. They are rational in their 
deliberations. 

It was added that the DPD work has been officer led and will be subject to 
consultation, East Grinstead will get a chance to respond. 

Q: Mid Sussex have been prudent financially and no longer receive a government 
grant, is it the case that they have to pay a contribution back to government now? 

As the public simply want to see good services and basics such as pot holes filled, 
why should this be allowed?   The challenge will certainly be ahead for the District 
on this matter, yes it is a possibility. 

The Deputy Town Mayor gave a vote of thanks for the Leader attending the Council 
meeting and being so candid as to the challenge and position that lay ahead. The 
Council thanked him for attending the meeting in the usual manner. Cllr Wall then 
left the meeting.     

Cllr Liz Bennett, County Councillor for East Grinstead Meridian Division gave the 
following updates:  

Ward matters:  Stone Quarry partnership board was set up a few years ago as an 
interagency group looking how they could encourage the community of Stone 
Quarry. From this the Sone Quarry Crew, with community leaders emerging was 
formed. EGTC have supported this project with funding towards their café counter 
and other equipment.  The group had a successful space hive crowdfunding bid 
through the new scheme. 
The Bus stop for moatfield surgery has been agreed and a physical stop should be 
put in any time, there is one route from Southdown PSV in place and others are 
hoped including Bluebird. 
County have a new scheme to provide trees for the town, it will be a buy a tree 
scheme.  The Details will be released shortly.  
The piece of land behind quarry rise has been a matter of confusion over ownership 
however this has now been settled as MSDC.  
The resurfacing of Lingfield Road was delayed this year; it will now go ahead in 
summer 2019. 
A signalised crossing on Lingfield Road is also being looked at for installation and is 
with the county engineers. 
A s228 agreement for Lowdells Lane is being looked at by county; this is to 
potentially allow more car parking near the school to make it safer for all. 
QVH parking, meetings continue following some staff changes and progress is 
hoped shortly. 
A Traffic Road Order for Quarry Rise has been proposed and will be considered by 
the Community Local Committee
The Road Space Audit, a final report is outstanding from district but is expected.
A fatality on Lingfield Road some time back was determined as medical related not 
traffic related. 
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In response to a question Councillor Mrs Bennett agreed to ask Richard Speller to 
liaise with the cycle forum over Lowdells Lane.   

Councillor Mrs Bennett was thanked for her update which was noted by the Council. 

36 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos. Minute No. 
(a) Planning 16-7-18 41-48 77-83
(b) Planning 6-8-18     49-57 84-91 
(c) Planning 29-8-18 58-62 92-99
(d) Public Services 6-9-18     63-70           100-114
(e) Amenities & Tourism 13-9-18 71-74 115-129
(f) Planning 17-9-18    75-79            130-137
(g) Finance & General Purposes 20-9-18    80-83           138-153

Councillor Visser proposed the Planning minutes.
Councillor Mrs Mockford proposed the Public Services Minutes and announced that 
the news had been received that East Grinstead had been awarded the dementia 
friendly community status which was excellent news; she congratulated the East 
Grinstead Dementia Action Alliance which is chaired by the East Grinstead Town 
Council. 
Councillor Mrs Mainstone proposed the Amenities and Tourism minutes and outlined 
the success of East Court Live, the disabled amenity being added to the terraces, 
the sestercentennial of East Court to be celebrated in 2019, the agreement to jointly 
purchase the SID and thanked the outside service team, Mrs Merricks and Cllr 
Sweatman for painting the WSCC/SSE lampposts in the town centre last week that 
really make a difference to the look of the town. It was suggested that the stone 
dated 1769 needed to be displayed in some way next year for the anniversary.   
Councillor Sweatman commended the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
minutes.      

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the above Committees to 
confirm the decisions contained within them.

37 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

The Town Mayor advised of the deeds needing sealing.  

RESOLVED:  1) to authorise the seal to be applied to exclusive right 
of burial deeds: 2147, 2148, 2149, 2150, 2151, 2152

38 COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS

Sam Ford was welcomed from the First Responders and gave a presentation.  She 
advised that the team are self-funded and not in any need for funds at the moment.  
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The team are volunteers but do get their mileage paid.  They are despatched 
alongside the ambulance in life threatening 999 calls. The call is evaluated by the 
999 operator, and then the call out is made.
There are a large amount of calls from heart attack to diabetic episode to choking 
that they are called to, they are triage and will remain in touch with the ambulance 
service sometimes to escalate the ambulance response or if ambulance is not 
needed.  999 ambulance calls are graded 1 2 or 3,  if 3 they may have to wait some 
time for the ambulance, but if the CFR feel it should be escalated to 1 or 2 the 
ambulance will be re-advised and respond more quickly.    

Questions Followed:
During the winter do CFR work with Sussex 4x4 to get out to calls?   No but this 
could be considered. 
What is the process to call out CFR when someone calls 999? 999 Despatch the 
CFR giving them the information and telling them the priority for ambulance 
response. As a solo responder there are some addresses they will not be called to 
and finding addresses in the dark can be quite a challenge. Sam uses Google maps 
as she has found that most reliable. 
It was asked whether SAT NAV with auto feed from 999 would help, Sam said that 
there had been something similar tried but with having to open apps and boot them 
up it was often quicker to use the google map.  As the response time on cardiac 
arrest is so time critical, spending time on gearing up to go out was not really 
realistic.  
How many are in the team?  4, at one time it was 11 but they are down to 4 now. 
Do you fund raise?  Yes, but not at the moment as not needed, donations do come 
in. 
What can EGTC do to help?  Advertise and promote awareness of the CFR for 
those who may find themselves calling an ambulance, to know that CFR may be the 
first knock on the door, no blue lights so helping them to find the right house is 
helpful, but also for recruitment. Happy to attend any local group to give a talk.       
It was suggested what 3 words (app) could be useful as it found any address with
just three words (i.e. 5 the street) and may be quicker than google maps again. 
Do the team use social media?  Yes, East Grinstead community First Responders 
are on Facebook.
What area does the team cover?  Each responder can be called to a 3-5 radius 
from their home, so an EG based responder could go to Sharpthorne or Crawley 
Down as well as the EG parish.       

The Deputy Town Mayor gave a vote of thanks to the team for the lifesaving work 
that they do and to Sam for her inspirational speech to the Council.   The Council 
thanked her in the normal manner.             

39 The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting was 7th January, thanked 
everyone for attending and contributing and advised that refreshment was available 
in the Parlour.  The meeting was closed at 8.53pm

SIGNED:
TOWN MAYOR


